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cies of the Scriptures and is fully God. It 
is mandatory for us to believe in a Di-
vine Redeemer to be saved. Salvation is 
a free gift of God to all who receive 
Messiah Yeshua into their lives and 
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Revelation, are the inspired, infallible 
Word of God as revealed in the original 
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OIM Update 
June 2007 

by Mark Huey 

Shavuot 2007 has just come to a successful conclusion, as the quality of 
saints who participate each year seems to increase exponentially. As I have 
stated many times, I believe that our Heavenly Father peers down on us He 
is exceedingly delighted with a group of His children actually observing a 
convocation that He has not only commanded us to honor, but one of the 
many that His Spirit gladly attends. As a result, He joyfully pours out His 
gifts from above to those who are seeking His face and imploring Him for 
with a pure and loving heart as James the Just reminds us: 

“Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming 
down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting 
shadow” (James 1:17). 

Besides the teachings that providentially complimented one another 
like an orchestrated concert of praise, many proclamations and declarations 
were spoken that gave glory to Him. Hearts were circumcised and 
changed. Many captives were set free from nefarious bondages. Some seek-
ing healing of body and/or heart attitude received what they sought. It is 
always a beautiful thing to observe and participate when God’s children 
come together in order to commune with Him and hear His voice. It is 
times like this that we witness profound aspects of what Isaiah 61 speaks 
about, which is what Yeshua quoted from when He launched His ministry 
in Luke 4: 

“The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has 
anointed me to bring good news to the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up 
the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to captives and freedom to prison-
ers; to proclaim the favorable year of the LORD and the day of vengeance of 
our God; to comfort all who mourn, to grant those who mourn in Zion, 
giving them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of 
mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a spirit of fainting. So they will 
be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that He may be 
glorified” (Isaiah 61:1-3). 

For those of you who plan ahead, Lord willing, we will be gathering 
once again in Orlando for Shavuot 2008 on June 13-15, 2008. So mark your 
calendars now and plan to join us for this awesome time of celebration 
when we collectively remember the giving of the Ten Commandments and 
the receiving of the Holy Spirit. From our experience, you will be blessed! 

My proclamation to the audience gathered concerned some personal 
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anniversaries that are extremely meaningful to our household. In recollect-
ing these memories, I asked for prayers of intercession from those assem-
bled. As time would have it, on Memorial Day, May 28, Margaret and I 
were celebrating the fourteenth anniversary of our getting re-acquainted 
after a twenty-one year hiatus in our relationship. We also were reminded 
that on May 28, 2000, our move from Oklahoma to Kissimmee, FL was 
completed—so we were celebrating the seventh anniversary of our arrival 
in Florida. Since I have personally witnessed the Lord using seven year 
cycles in my life over the years, I became very expectant and excited about 
what He has in mind for the next chapter of our lives serving Him. 

While we are mindful of Proverbs 16:9, which tells us that “the mind of 
man plans his way, but the LORD directs his steps,” we are also asking for 
prayers from you, as we seek the counsel of many in order to know that 
what we are planning is His will for our service to Him. As you know, our 
walk of faith is somewhat unique, because our “congregation” (if you will) 
is primarily accessed via the Internet by our e-mail updates. While our 
goals to teach and encourage those pursuing a Messianic lifestyle are being 
achieved via this economical method, we believe that there is more that we 
can do given the time and resources. Please pray with us as we seek the 
Father’s will for our ministerial efforts. 

As we enter into the Summer months, we will be on the road for a few 
overdue visits to minister to some our dear friends around the country. I 
am looking forward to these times of fellowship and opportunities to min-
ister. If you are receiving this newsletter and you also have a desire to have 
us come to your venue, please let us know. While we might not be able to 
accommodate your request immediately, we will know that you have a 
heart to host us at some point in time. We will add your name to the list of 
others, so that when the Lord makes it clear that some feasible trips can be 
organized and routed, then we will contact you in order to coordinate. 

Finally, I do want to thank all of you who have been consistently sup-
porting our financial needs in this ministry. We are still waiting on the 
Lord for the now “infamous” Jeep to be replaced. In His timing and with 
His resources, this will eventually happen. In the meanwhile, we will also 
be inaugurating several other specific-need fund that will be useful in our 
efforts to expand our ministry exposure. This will notably include a fund 
for publishing some of our books in a perfect bound format, and perhaps 
also a fund to purchase technological equipment. If you are interested in 
helping with these needs, please call us or go to the websites and contrib-
ute for the specific need. 

May the Lord bless you, keep you, have His face shine upon, and be 
gracious to you, lifting up His countenance on you and giving you His 
peace—in this Summer of work unto Him! 

Until the restoration of all things… 
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Some Thoughts 
for Our Messianic Future 

by J.K. McKee 

Many questions are being asked of today’s Messianic movement 
as we reflect where we have been the past few years, and where we 
will be going in the future. I have stated in previous articles that I be-
lieve that while in the past ten years that the Messianic community has 
grown significantly, our theology has not been able to keep up with 
this growth. I believe that the next ten years are going to be a very 
“interesting” time in our Biblical studies, particularly as we improve 
and refine our theology—meeting the challenges of the Twenty-First 
Century and address issues that we have commonly put aside. 

But not all of us are called to be teachers; in fact, most of you will 
not be called to spend two to three weeks writing a commentary on 
just one chapter of Scripture (as I frequently find myself doing). So, I 
write this to all of us—from the Bible teacher to pastor/rabbi to the nor-
mal person who serves God with his her or unique talents and gifts. 
As we begin this season of growth, as one chapter closes in our devel-
opment, and a new chapter begins—what do we really need? What 
must we have to make sure that we are fulfilling the mission and pur-
pose that the Lord has given us regardless of our specific giftings? 

Each one of us as individual Believers has a calling to be in minis-
try. This ministry may not be sitting in a office doing research, or out 
in the mission field with the natives. Each of us minister in the sphere 
of influences God has placed us in, interacting with people in the 
workplace, on the street, and perhaps even in other parts of the world. 
We are each God’s representatives on Earth, calling the world to be 
reconciled with Him (2 Corinthians 5:20). And, while each of us may 
have a different sphere of influence, there are still common threads 
that are placed throughout what we must do. I believe that if we can 
recognize the common traits that we all must share then we can truly be 
empowered to be a movement that can make a difference. 

 
Need #1: 
Our Ability to Love God and Love Others 

Each of us recognizes from the Torah and Gospels that the greatest 
commandments are to love God with all of our being, and love our 
neighbors (Deuteronomy 6:5; Leviticus 19:18; cf. Luke 10:27). Hope-
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fully, we recognize that as a direct result of the born again experience, 
we are to have hearts that are supernaturally transformed by the love 
of God. This causes us to orient everything that we do in life toward 
God and toward whatever He desires of us. Everything we do should 
be directed toward glorifying Him and in seeing that His purposes are 
accomplished on Earth. 

Admittedly, while having a love for God sounds wonderful on 
paper, truly loving Him will cause us to do things that may seem 
strange to worldly people. Not only are we to not act like the world 
(Romans 12:2), but we frequently make decisions as Believers that do 
not seem logical or well-considered to those of the world. As Believers, 
we do not go to the same places to hang out as we did prior to our 
conversion; we do not talk the same way; we have different priorities; 
we dedicate time to worship and meditation; we associate with differ-
ent people; we live for a different reason. Certainly, this is not to say 
that Believers in Yeshua should not live lives without serious consid-
eration—and just do things because they “feel” that God wants them 
to—but orienting one toward Him will certainly alter how we go 
about doing things. 

A true love of God will be manifested in how we treat His most 
beloved creation: human beings. If we can interact with other people 
with the love and beneficence that He has bestowed upon us—then it 
is a definite sign that we are His! John tells us, “ Beloved, let us love 
one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of 
God and knows God” (1 John 4:7). If we can demonstrate this love to-
ward people whom we can see; then it demonstrates that we truly love a 
God whom we cannot see. But this is not always easy—because people 
make mistakes and can be frustrating. 

Interacting with other members of the human family is something 
that can be very difficult, because each of us is complex, has our own 
thoughts and desires, and will often look at the world in a unique way. 
I am certainly no exception to this. But, if we have truly experienced 
the love of God and the new birth via His Son, Yeshua—then we 
should be able to function in it. God’s love will give us the patience, 
tolerance, and respect we should need in order to interact with others. 
This is true of both how we interact with outsiders who do not know 
the Lord—and especially those of the community of faith who do 
know Him. 

Operating in the love of God is a key element of establishing com-
mon ground with anyone we encounter. Each person desires love and 
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acceptance. Each person wants to feel that they are valued. This is true 
of the Jewish person who believes that his culture and traditions have 
been discriminated against by many Christians, or even the Italian per-
son who believes that legitimate Roman achievements are disparaged 
by some Messianics. But the unique thing about human beings is that 
any achievements—whether done in the name of God or someone/
something else—still testify to the fact that human beings are made in 
His image (Genesis 1:27) and possess an intelligence given to them by 
Him. We have to learn to recognize the value that exists in every per-
son whom God has made. 

Today’s Messianic community—which largely claims to uphold 
the Torah ethos of loving God and neighbor—needs to understand 
how important it is to operate in His love. Love does not insult others 
using slurs, or attempts to create contention. Love attempts to build 
bridges, focuses on what people have in common, and finds solutions 
to problems when they arise. A true love of God and neighbor will 
result in the unity that so many of us want—but often seem unable to 
find. 

 
Need #2: 
Our Ability to Have a Love for All of Scripture 

One of the most important ways that we are to be changed by the 
Lord is by submitting ourselves to a consistent study of His Word. 
Certainly in today’s Messianic movement, we encounter many people 
who have a hunger and thirst for truth, specifically truth that is Bibli-
cally supported. But much of this hunger and thirst comes from those 
who come from Christian backgrounds where only the “New Testa-
ment” or Apostolic Scriptures was considered to be relevant Scrip-
tures. Because such people wanted more out of the Bible than what 
they were receiving, a Messianic movement where the Torah is taught 
on a consistent basis was very appealing. 

In the past decade, a significant part of the Messianic movement 
has grown because of its emphasis on Torah study. Every week in Jew-
ish synagogues, a selection from the Torah is contemplated. This is a 
tradition that goes back beyond the First Century—and it is something 
that can be very helpful. At the same time, though, while the Messianic 
community is largely faithful to consider the weekly parashah, falling 
into the habit of only examining a 3-4 chapter Torah portion every week 
has its disadvantages as well. All too often, the cry is heard about 
“returning the people to Torah” or “proclaiming Torah”—when the 
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Torah by no means makes up the entire Bible. In some sectors of to-
day’s Messianic community, an overemphasis on the Torah is begin-
ning to reveal itself. It is no better a mistake than only focusing on the 
“New Testament” in certain Christian venues. 

A definite solution to this can be to orient our weekly Shabbat ser-
vices to models that we see present in Scripture. Paul’s visit to Pisidian 
Antioch in Acts 13:13-52 is an excellent place where many of us could 
start. Whereas many Messianic congregations only include a teaching 
based on the weekly parashah, the model that we see at this synagogue 
includes much more. Acts 13:15 attests, “After the reading of the Law 
and the Prophets the synagogue officials sent to them, saying, 
‘Brethren, if you have any word of exhortation for the people, say it.’” 
This indicates that there were probably two short teachings: one from 
the Torah, and the other from the Haftarah. This was then followed by 
some kind of a sermon or homily. This message may have been based 
on themes seen in the Law and Prophets that week—but it may also 
have been on topics unrelated, but necessary for the events of the day 
that the local community was facing. Paul used the opportunity to pro-
claim the gospel message to those assembled. 

Having a love for all of the Bible is something that the Lord has 
been able to give me, especially as the Messianic community grows 
and deals with complicated issues. I know that He has given me a gift 
of not just surveying Scripture, but examining it systematically verse-
by-verse, consulting original language texts and technical commentar-
ies. While most of you are not called to do this, reading large parts of 
the Bible on a consistent basis, understanding the broad message of 
Biblical books, and most importantly recognizing the intricate mosaic 
that we call Scripture is something that all of today’s Messianic Believ-
ers certainly need. When circumstances arise that the Torah does not 
address—directly or indirectly—yet other parts of the Bible do address, 
can we afford to be ignorant of them? How much of understanding 
who God is and how we can serve Him more effectively remains un-
der-addressed because we really only have a love for parts of Scripture 
and not all of Scripture? 

In your Messianic congregation or fellowship, what needs to be 
improved upon? Are you only studying the weekly parashah? Do the 
Apostolic Scriptures largely go unexamined? What do you do about 
expository preaching that goes beyond the Law and the Prophets? 
How might you have a better appreciation for the masterpiece that we 
call the Bible, which includes much more than just the Law of Moses? 
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Need #3: 
Our Ability to be Forward Thinking 

The ability to see beyond one’s current circumstances can be a 
very serious challenge. This is especially true of today’s Messianic 
movement which is largely American. North Americans have difficulty 
seeing the “big picture” due to the fact that most of the things built on 
this continent are not ancient, nor do they last very long when com-
pared to the castles of Europe, pyramids of Egypt, or temples of Asia. 
The ability to easily access ancient things causes members of those so-
cieties to often look beyond their own lifespan and consider the pas-
sage of previous time and the advance of future time much easily than 
us as Americans. 

As the Lord molds Messianic individuals into people who are 
transformed by His love and have a deep regard for His Word, we 
need to learn how to live lives that will not only have an impact on our 
current generation—but generations to come. How do we become a 
people who are forward thinking—”progressive” in the best sense of 
the word—and looking ahead toward the future? How do we prepare 
ourselves and our posterity for the challenges that lie ahead? How do 
we study Scripture and be empowered to respond to the issues that 
society at large will force upon us? 

This questions are not easily answered by many in today’s Messi-
anic community, be they in positions of leadership, teaching, or just 
attendance. Much of the Messianic movement began as an evangelistic 
outreach of Jewish Believers to the Jewish community. Right now, an 
unforeseen side effect was the exposure of many Christians to their 
Hebraic Roots. What will be the next unforeseen development in the 
growth of the Messianic community? What might we consider looking 
forward to in the future? 

One of the things that I have noticed most Messianic Believers do 
not handle very well is theological controversy. The Messianic move-
ment—as a whole—tends to avoid issues that pertain to the historicity 
and reliability of the Bible, any kind of discussion relating to the na-
ture of God and Yeshua, and for that same matter any kind of scientific 
criticism against the claims of God creating the universe via His intelli-
gent design. Yet, these are issues that Christendom today is facing and 
debating. You only need to turn on the Discovery Channel or History 
Channel and hear liberal commentators say why this story or that ac-
count in the Bible is obviously mythology. Likewise, these same liberal 
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trends are causing denominations to split in two over issues like ho-
mosexuality. 

When we consider these things, what are we preparing ourselves 
for as Messianic Believers? Have you considered the possibility that in 
the future the Messianic community may swell significantly because of 
the effects of some of these denominational splits? In a movement that 
should emphasize the morality of the Torah, do not be surprised if it 
does. But if such a thing does happen—we need to be ready. We need 
to pray for God to give us the insight, discernment, and premonition 
regarding what to prepare for—so we can be ready long before any-
thing occurs. 

I know that the Messianic movement that I personally envision is a 
minimum of twenty to thirty years away. This will be a community of 
people who are more than changed by the Lord. They will be people 
who also know more than just theology and have the established Mes-
sianic doctrines behind them complete with Bible commentaries and 
treatises on a wide variety of issues. They will be people who are rele-
vant to the society where they are living and recognize the mission of 
God to not only testify of the salvation available in Yeshua, but can 
take responsibility for making disciples and enacting a substantial dif-
ference in the world. They will have respect for their shared Jewish 
and Christian theological heritage, and will service the unique needs 
of both Synagogue and Church. 

In the meantime, we must be sure that we are people changed by 
God’s love with a heart for others, and that we have a deep love for 
His Word so that we can have solid, reasonable answers that those 
others seek. Likewise, we must commit ourselves to the long-term 
work that He desires us to accomplish. 

 
Where do you need to improve? 

Do you have a heart for the Lord? When you pray to Him, do you 
ask Him to give you love for your fellow man? When you get around 
other people, do you think why you are with them and about what 
annoys you—or do you think that God cares for each person in a 
unique and compassionate way? When you see the achievements of 
any culture and society, do you try to pick apart the “paganism” in 
them—or do you recognize that the ability to build buildings, carve a 
statue, or compose music all come because God gave intelligence to 
human beings? How much more love and understanding might you 
need to be given? How might you be a person who can be a peace-
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maker and effect solutions when touchy subjects arise? 
Likewise, when you read Scripture, do you find yourself or your 

congregation favoring one part of the Bible over another? Do you find 
yourself as a Messianic Believer exclusively focusing on the Torah? 
How do you respond to criticisms against your Messianic faith from 
the New Testament? Does your pastor or rabbi ever focus on issues 
that directly relate your own faith community or sphere of influence—
that may not be directly addressed in the weekly parashah? How might 
you improve upon your understanding of all of Scripture? What books 
of the Bible might you be purposefully staying away from because 
your view of Scripture has become unbalanced? 

Most importantly, are you considering what you are going to pass 
on to others as a Messianic Believer, hopefully one who is part of a 
faith community? Are you prepared to answer the challenges of to-
morrow? Do you understand what it means to be part of a global soci-
ety? Do you recognize what is going on in the greater religious world 
around you—and how we need to be there when the denominational 
splits come? What progress do you think needs to be made in the dec-
ades to come in today’s Messianic movement? How are you connected 
to others? 

All of the questions I have just asked are things that I believe we 
all need to be considering in this hour. We have some difficult choices 
to make in the immediate years ahead. We need to decide if we are 
going to be a Messianic movement that will be used by God to make a 
serious difference in our sinful world—or whether we will be focused 
on other issues. 

The issues that we will be facing can be easily solved, though, by 
us first becoming diligent disciples of Yeshua the Messiah. By submit-
ting ourselves to His teachings and example for life, we can be some of 
those who can make a difference in our world. But secondly, we also 
have to be more corporately and generationally minded. We should 
not be small little islands unto ourselves—and we need to pass on 
what we have learned to those coming after us. How these things 
will—or even can—be accomplished, though, is entirely up to us, be-
cause the Lord gives us the free will to say yes or no to Him. I pray 
that we make the right decisions as we try to see what the Lord is do-
ing from His eternal perspective—even if just for a short time. As for me I 
want to be that Believer who says “yes” to the Lord! 
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NEW SUMMER BIBLE STUDIES 
starting June 2007 

 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
PHILIPPIANS FOR 
THE PRACTICAL MESSIANIC 
     The Epistle to the Philippians presents us with 
many theological and social questions that can-
not be avoided by anyone who reads it. Above all 
things, the Apostle Paul places Yeshua the Mes-
siah at the center of his life, and urges his Philip-
pian brothers and sisters to do the same. He 
urges the Philippians to be kind, generous, and 
be a light to their pagan neighbors. He urges 

them to show humility and to be about the supreme service of the gos-
pel, even unto death. He urges unity in the assembly, and that all dem-
onstrate God’s love to others. He affirms the mystery of both the Divin-
ity and humanity of Yeshua. Paul also recognizes the value of women 
in the local congregation, and how God will raise them up when there 
are no men. For the modern Messianic, Philippians shows us how small 
fellowships and congregations on their own should function, in addi-
tion to the huge questions of how we can have a global vision that rec-
ognizes the virtues of other ethnicities and cultures, while still main-
taining an Hebraic view of the Scriptures and God’s mission. 

$12.50 plus shipping & handling 
 
 

SUMMER BONUS STUDY 
WHEN WILL THE MESSIAH RETURN? 
When Will the Messiah Return? is a unique book 

addressing the end-times from a distinct Messianic 
perspective. The Messiah tells us plainly that He will 
gather the saints “immediately after the tribulation 
of those days” (Matthew 24:29). Discussed are com-
mon false understandings as they relate to “the 
Church” being taken to Heaven for the duration of 
the Tribulation period, and how all Believers in Mes-
siah Yeshua get to participate in the end-time resto-
ration of Israel. A critical part that end-time restoration is the regather-
ing of all Israel, which will culminate in the return of the Messiah and 
the manifestation of God’s Kingdom on Planet Earth. 

$15.00 plus shipping & handling 


